$1.47 billion capital 
program proposed 


The Department and NJ TRANSIT 
have proposed a record $1.47 billion 
highway and transit capital program that 
reaffirms the state’s commitment to build 
the Urban Core commuter rail projects, 
expand the use of High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) lanes, repair highways, 
replace bridges and provide assistance 
for local street repairs. 

“Governor Whitman is pledged to 
making smart investments in transporta- 
tion that will put New Jersey squarely on 
the road to economic recovery,’’ said 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson. “This 
record level of funding meets that 
commitment by targeting projects that 
will help unclog traffic congestion, keep 
commerce moving and improve the 
safety and reliability of our highway and 
transit systems.”’ 

Submitted to the Legislature for its 
consideration as part of state budget 
deliberations, the proposal would 
allocate $927 million in state and 
federal aid to the NJDOT and $543 
million to NJ TRANSIT for the 1995 
fiscal year which begins July 1. The 
state share of $565 million would be 
allocated from the Transportation 
Trust Fund utilizing existing revenue 
sources. | 

“The largest single component of this 
program is $129 million in state and 
federal funding that we want set aside for 
the Urban Core projects,”’ said Wilson, 
who chairs NJ TRANSIT’s board of 
directors. “Completing these commuter 
rail connections is essential to the future 
of rail passenger service in New Jersey. 
We must demonstrate to Washington we 
are serious about the Urban Core and will 
resist any effort to shortchange these 
projects of federal funds in future years.”’ 

Other highlights of the program 
include $74 million to build HOV lanes 
on I-287 in Morris and Somerset 
counties, $41.5 million to upgrade I- 
295/Route 130 in Gloucester County, 
elimination of the Medford Circle and 
construction of a southbound ramp from 
the Garden State Parkway to Route 1 
northbound in Woodbridge. 

In drafting the proposed capital _ 
program, the NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT 
worked closely with the state’s three 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPOs) to account for local priorities in 
the project selections. The selections 
Tepresent projects that can get under way 
quickly. 
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Meet Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 


Frank J. Wilson 


Frank J. Wilson, the newly appointed 
Commissioner of Transportation, sees for 
himself how New Jersey has changed in 
the years since he moved away to work at 
public transit agencies in Chicago and San 
Francisco. 

“The drive from Medford from Trenton 
used to take 45 minutes. Now it takes an 
hour and 10 minutes,” Wilson said. 
“There’s been a lot of development in this 
area and a lot more drivers on the road.” 

Moving those drivers more efficiently 


through the use of available technologies, 
and greater coordination and interaction 
among the state’s various toll road 
authorities and public transit providers are 
among the goals Wilson has set. A former 
traffic engineer for the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey, Wilson has 
served in a variety of managerial posi- 
tions at public transit agencies, including 
NJ TRANSIT and SEPTA. He most 
recently served as General Manager of the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) district. 

“You want mobility solutions,’ Wilson 
replied when asked about the balance 
between highways and bus and rail 
systems. “You don’t want highway 
solutions. You don’t want transit solu- 
tions. People just want to be able to 
move.” 

As NJDOT Commissioner, Wilson also 
serves as Chairman of the NJ TRANSIT 
Board of Directors. 

“That arrangement is a very positive 
link that other states may want to copy,” 
Wilson said. “However, we need better 
linkages at lower levels, at the stages 
where projects are dreamed up and 
services are developed. We need a 
functional integration.” 

As for the highway system, Wilson sees 
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Emergency Services Patrol: super heroes 


After just four months, NJDOT’s 
orange and white Emergency Service 
Patrols (ESP) are making a big splash. 
Besides providing emergency roadside 
assistance to more than 1,500 motorists, 
ESP was featured on a New Jersey 
Network news broadcast on March 21. 
Entitled “Super Heroes of the Highway,” 
the broadcast featured ESP crews out on 
their daily patrols. 

“Public reaction has been excellent,” 
said Mo Moheb, Senior Engineer, Traffic 
Operations North. “People are surprised 
when they see a service like this. They 
simply don’t expect it.” 

Moheb said that with the addition of 
more vehicles, ESP crews could do an 
even better job. So far, Traffic Opera- 
tions North has received 80 letters 
commending ESP crews. 

“The public reaction to the patrols has 
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been mind-boggling,” said Kurt 
Aufschneider, Manager of Traffic 
Operations South. “It’s direct, positive 
contact with citizens and they’re appre- 
ciative.” 


ESP FAST FACTS - Fixing flat tires is 
the most frequent type of assistance. 
¢ The highest number of breakdowns 
occur on Fridays. 
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Citizens from across the state have been 
writing in to say thanks. Their comments 
sum up the impact made by ESP crews. 
For example, Richard Dahn, president 
of a trucking company, wrote: “When our 
tractor trailer ran into trouble, ESP 
responded. They assisted our driver by 
making sure the area was safe and by 
contacting our office to notify us that 


(Continued on page 2) 


SSS SSS SSS 


Vol. 28, No. 4, April 21, 1994 


Structural materials 
meeting draws praise 


One the first official duties of 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson was to 
open the Structural Materials Technol- 
ogy Conference in Atlantic City. 

The three-day event that attracted 
attendees from 37 states, as well as 
Canada, Germany and Japan, began in 
the Bureau of Materials two years ago 
as a way to bring together engineers 
from the Federal Highway Administra- 
tion (FHWA), New York, Penndot and 
NJDOT to discuss the fabrication, 
construction and maintenance of 
structural materials and precast/ 
prestressed concrete. It received the 
support of the FHWA. 


The event drew praise from attendees. 


“The conference was done in an 
excellent manner, a remarkable tribute 
to a first-time event,” said one writer. 
“NJDOT people were exceptionally 
helpful and fantastic hosts. The 
conference was top notch,” wrote 
another. 

The success prompted the FHWA to 
encourage the establishment of a 
standing committee to hold the confer- 
ence every two years in different 
regions of the country. 

The steering committee was chaired 
by Gary Corino of the FHWA. 
NJDOTers Henry Justus headed the 
Technical Committee and Robert 
Scancella the Program Committee. The 
NJDOTers who headed sub-committees 
were: Jack Kerwick, Rich Smetanka, 
Mary Ellen Callahan, Cheryl Ann 
Wilson, Wayne Caragino, Fred Lovett, 
Andrea Seabridge, James Britton, 
Michael Schillaci and Warren 
Cummmings. 

The program featured presentations 
by sixty speakers whose combined 
papers and abstracts were gathered into 
a 350-page book which was given to 
each attendee. 


Blue Ribbon 


To Harry Stopp and the Flemington * 
Crew: 

I recently received a letter from Jean 
Servideo from Traffic Operations 
commending the Flemington Crew for 
the snow removal and patching of 
Route 202 and 12. 

I am personally very appreciative of 
your efforts. Thank you and keep up the 
good work. 

Philip C. Whitting 
Regional Maintenance Engineer, Region 1. 
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Harold Neil of Design poses with the World Cup mascot. 


Neil gets a kick out of World Cup 


Harold Neil, Executive Assistant, 
Regional Design, has been a soccer 
player and fan since age 11. Naturally, 
he was excited when he became 
involved in some of the advance 
planning the Department is doing to 
prepare for the tens of thousands of 
soccer fans who will descend on the 
Meadowlands for the World Cup, June 
18 through July 13. This year New 
Jersey will host 7 of the 52 games to be 
played in nine cities across the country. 

Neil jumped at the chance to take a 
two-month mobility assignment as 
Chairman of Protocol Transportation for 
the NJ World Cup Committee. “We 
will be responsible for greeting and 
arranging transportation for the many 
VIPs who will be attending the games,” 
he said. Neil also coordinates traffic, 
signing and budget issues for the group. 


ESP 


there was a problem. In the past, our 
driver would have had to walk miles in 
the bitter cold to phone for assistance.” 

“Seeing the ESP van pull up on such 
a cold morning really brightened my 
day. I feel this is the best thing the 
State of New Jersey has ever done,” 
wrote Angel Capone. 

Phillip Terranova took the time to 
write: “I’m pleased to report that within 
minutes, ESP crew member Jeff Ogbin 
was on the scene to provide assistance. 
In pouring rain, he quickly replaced the 
tire with a spare.” 

“My hats off to your program and the 
people who operate it,” wrote Jim 
Dorrin. 
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“This is more than a dream, it is a 
once-in-a lifetime opportunity,” he 
said. “Soccer is so big in most of the 
world that the heads of the soccer 
federations in the various countries 
have diplomatic standing, like a UN 
official. It will be my job to determine 
what level of service their rank 
requires.” 

The World Cup will host 24 finalist 
teams from all over the world. It is the 
culmination of three years of competi- 
tion among the 152 nations which take 
part. 

“The average Super Bowl has about 
235 million TV viewers and 500 press 
people in attendance. By comparison, 
the 1990 World Cup played to a world- 
wide hookup of 1.05 billion viewers 
and had 7,000 credentialed reporters,” 
he said. “This is big!” 


Transporter 


Governor Christine T. Whitman 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
Director Alyn Ackermann 


The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written 
and designed by the Communications 
Office, Main Office Building, Trenton, NJ 
08625, (609) 530-2121. The Transporter is 
printed by the Department’s Print Shop. 

Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Gerald Guarnieri , Page Editor; Frank 
Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; John 
Dourgarian, Jeff Lamm, and Rick 
Remington, Contributors; Toni Smith and 
Judi Tessein, Support Staff. 


Mary Lou Fels has been appointed 
Supervisor of the End User Computing 
Section within the Bureau of Manage- 
ment Information Systems. She comes 
to the Department from OTIS and has 
extensive experience in assisting and 
training computer users. 

Richard Balgowan has assumed 
the duties of Regional Maintenance 
Engineer, Region 4. 


Dick Dunne, Region I and his wife, 
Nancy, welcomed a baby girl, Kelsey 
Kathryn, on March 22 

Robin Klosinski, Human Resources, 
and her husband, Mark, OTIS, an- 
nounce the birth of their first child, 
Mark Anthony, who was born January 
14. 

Jose Garcia, Engineering Tech. 3 
and his wife, Priscilla, are the proud 
parents of a son,. Edward Luke, who 
was born on February 26. 


Robert Siley, Principal Engineer, 
Bureau of Major Access Permits has 
recently become engaged to Cathy 
Cromwell. A spring 1995 wedding is 
planned. 


Thomas J. Connolly, 85, of 
Yardley, PA died on March 14. He 
retired in 1978 after 15 years as a 
Senior Right of Way Negotiator and 
Appraisor. He is survived by a daugh- 
ter, Barbara, two grand-children and 
three great-grandchildren. 

Maryan Sychowski, 81, died on 
February 9. He joined the Department 
in 1965 and retired in 1974 as a Bridge 
Operator II. He is survived by his wife, 
Frances. 

Steve Ostafy, 64, of Collingswood 
died on March 9. A Korean War 
veteran, he retired in 1992 as Crew 
Supervisor, Radio Technician, after 16 
years of service. An avid ham radio 
operator he was known by his call 
letters "KQZY." He is survived by two 
sons, two daughters and two grandchil- 
dren. 


Assistant Commisioner Ken Afferton recently presented Value Engineering Team 
Study awards to two teams. (TOP) The Most Cost Effective Proposal Award for a 
study of the Route 7 Wittpenn Bridge went to Thaddeus Kitowicz, David Bizuga, 
Warren Howard, Robert Malone, Robert Cunningham, Joanne Schutz and Peter 
Bingham. Not present were Robert Abitz, Sr., Frahat Salim. (BOTTOM) The Most 
Innovative Proposal Award for the Route 206 widening was presented to Ronald 
Maruca, Jim Finnerty, Amy Salyers, Richard Jaffe and Scott Deeck. Not present 
were Binh Vo, Evans Marcellus and Lynn Middleton. 


This year’s Charitable Campaign 
raised $73,552. According to Coordina- 
tor, Helen Budd, this was a surprising 
total. “Over the past few years the 
number of our employees has de- 
creased,” Budd said, “‘yet the amount 
contributed has increased. This is the 
highest amount ever donated by the 
Department.” 

The winners of the drawings were: 

Norbert Teufel, Local Aid, 
Freehold, Personal Stereo with CD 
player; Bob Rhitz, Roadway Design, 
VCR with remote control; Mildred 
Petrangelli, Accident Records, Radio 
Cassette Walkman and Richard 
Attenvello, Roadway Design, 
videotapes. 

Amy Webb, Project Development, 


$50 cash prize; Wendy Smith, 
Transportation Assistance, $25 cash 
prize; John Dorner, Region 5 Regional 
Operations, digital clock; Joseph 
Maloney, Region 3 Materials, 
Freehold, pewter tankard; Patricia 
Leahey, Office of Inspector General, 
pewter cups; Barbara Foldetta, 
Roadway Design, crystal decanter 
with glasses; Quinton Davis, Region 5 
Regional Operations, $25 gift 
certificate and Vicki Tilgham, Civil 
Rights, key ring/pen knife. 

Four reserved parking spaces in 
Parking Area “‘C” were awarded to 
Marlia Bailey, Region 5 Regional 
Operations; Barbara Flesch, Region 5 
Maintenance Operations; Richard 
Thayer, Region 4 Design and Robert 
Myers Region 5 Regional Operations. 


Wilson 


a continued need for maintenance and 
upkeep of roadways, as well as using 
technology to improve traffic flow. 

“People used to see highways as inani- 
mate objects. You’d build one and walk 
away to build the next one,” he noted. “We 
know that highways need tender loving 
care. My priority is making sure that the 
system is in very solid condition and that 
requires reinvestment.” 

The era of intelligent highways, where 
computers monitor traffic and electronic 
message boards alert motorists to trouble 
spots and suggest the best route, is also 
upon us. 

“We’re on the early edge of an exciting 
future for us — linking the autobahn with 
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the infobahn,” Wilson said. To those who 
question the use of computer technology to 
aid traffic flow, Wilson replies, “Anytime 
you see quantum leaps in technology, the 
cycle is skepticism, resistance and then 
acceptance. —Like the experience of the 
personal computer or VCR,,. I believe we’ ve 
barely scratched the surface of intelligent 
highway technology.” 
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‘*There’s enthusiasm and commit- 

ment in this organization and my 

task is to unleash it and turn it loose.”’ 
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Rather than cutting-edge technology, 
the first test the new commissioner faced 
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Sal DOUBLED 
IN WORK AREA 


Work area signs ready 


\ 


to help save lives 


James S. Barclay Jr., Bill Young, Philip J. Foy, John Howell, Ed Feller and Mike DeBonis 
of the Sign Shop display one of the new safety signs they are producing. More than 400 
signs, bearing the warning “Traffic Fines DOUBLED In Work Area” be installed by 
NJDOT crews and private contractors following enactment of a law which doubled the 
fines for speeding, reckless driving and other offences within highway work zones. 

“We lost two of our fellow employees in 1993 along New Jersey’s highways and everyone 
in the Department has come together to make conditions safer for our maintenance 
workers,” said Commissioner Frank J. Wilson. “Our goal isn’t to collect a lot of money. 
We want drivers to slow down in our work zones. These signs will catch their attention. 
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was the old-fashioned problems of 
potholes. 

“The solution to the problem wasn’t my 
idea, it was the Department’s,” Wilson 
recalled. “In less than a week, staff came 
back and said, ‘Here’s what we have to 
do.’ That’s government in action, that’s 
the Department in action. It that’s what 
the Department’s like, I’m going to like it 
here. We’re really blessed with some 
well-qualified and committed employees. 
What I really appreciate is hearing from 
employees, hearing suggestions about 
what we should be doing. I have an open 
door policy. There’s enthusiasm and 
commitment in this organization and my 
task is to unleash it and turn it loose.” 


Workshops planned 


NJDOT Traffic Operations North and 
South and the FHWA are sponsoring 
Incident Management Workshops in May. 
The first will take place in Mt. Laurel on 
May 4 & 5 and the second in Liberty 
State Park on May 17 and 18. The 
workshops are two of 26 funded by the 
FHWA nationwide. 

“Last year we kicked off a statewide 
incident management conference that 
featured overall policy. This year’s 
events are more hands on,” said Kurt 
Aufschneider, Manager of Traffic 
Operations South. “Each event will bring 
together 50 staff from state and local 
police, fire departments, hazard material 
crews, towing and recovery specialists, 
the media and NJDOTers. The aim of the 
workshops is to get everyone to reduce 
the impact of an accident to the motoring 
public by improving teamwork at the 
incident to shorten the duration of the 
delay.” 

“We are trying to raise everyone’s 
awareness of the appropriate response,” 
said Jean Servideo, Manager of Traffic 
Operations North. “It’s a positive step in 
opening avenues of communication.” 
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